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A Message from Vicar
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Reswveclion— T’y cw hope and failh..

Our faith in the Resurrection rests upon Christ’s promise. “How dear, O Christ,
and how sweet is your voice that promised us that you will be with us to the
end of the age.” We have no other proof that we will not die than the
Resurrection of Christ and His promise to us, just as He prayed to the Father,
that wherever He is He wants us to be there with Him, and that just as He is in
glory, we will participate in it with Him and be like Him. In the final resurrection,
He will give us that body that He took in the Resurrection. And so, the
question is: did Christ really rise. If His promise is true, then our resurrection is
necessarily the consequence. Therefore, the Apostle Paul says, “If Christ is
not risen, then our whole faith is in vain.”

Proofs of Christ’s resurrection began with the Christian martyrs, and Paul was one of the first of them, who saw
Christ at the gates of Damascus. Wherever he went, he would stand and tell about how he saw Him and that He
is alive. Like him were many martyrs who died for the sake of this testimony, in order to tell of Christ’s
resurrection. But someone might say, “Despite someone’s testimony and martyrdom for the sake of his faith, in
this case faith in the Resurrection, this proves the sincerity of his faith, but it does not necessarily prove the truth
of his testimony.”

There is a second proof that strengthens Christians’ testimony of the resurrection of the Lord, which is very
strong, external testimonies of the Lord’s resurrection from non-Christians of that time, Jews and pagans, as well
as many historical manuscripts and books.

However, the strongest, most decisive, and final proof, of which there is no doubt, is the resurrection of the
Church. All of us remember, in our prayers, how the Lord’s disciples left their Master and fled (they returned to
their trades and went back to fishing).Likewise, there is the example of the disciples on the way to Emmaus, who
did not revive their dashed hope, despite all that the Lord explained to them from the scriptures, until He broke
bread for them. The fact that those who fled returned to preaching the Gospel, even unto death, is because they
discovered the truth of what they knew (and they are a group of good and truthful people), that they were now
bearers of the most important truth for human life, which is the resurrection of Christ.

St. John Chrysostom says, “Is it possible to raise the dead and give life, as the Apostles did, in the name of
someone who is dead?” This is why the Church declared that the Acts of the Apostles be read at this time,
starting from the day of the Resurrection, because the formation of the Church was by virtue of the Resurrection,
after the disciples had previously been dispersed. The Resurrection is the cause and the purpose of the Church.
The Church came from the resurrection and her purpose is to announce the Resurrection.

what is the role of Christ’s resurrection in our life? This is the challenge, that Christ really rose from the dead as
a proven historical event, but an event that always requires proof and it is in our hands and in our wills a
life-changing event, just as Easter was in the beginning in the life of the Church.

“Christ is risen” is an expression of hope. It is an expression of joy. It is an expression of rejoicing. But at the same
time, it is also a profoundly difficult expression and a serious challenge. “Christ is risen” means that death has
been trampled down and that our city is not temporal, but rather eternal. This means that we do not permanently
settle here, but rather that we strive for true life.

There is no doubt in Christ’s resurrection, but the challenge is on the level of reflecting His resurrection in our life
and of applying it.

| wish all my beloved ones a blessed Easter...

Christ is risen! Indeed, He is risen!

Your loving
Joe achen
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Mr.K. M. Jacob(91) Father of Mr.Binu Jacob's
(Reg.no 266, B 07)

Mr.Rajan George(65) Father in law of Mr.Ajeesh
Baby's (Reg.no 458, A 37)
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